MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
have carried the idea still further, and for the first time
this has been done in the case of young seals by fixing a
small ebonite button in the skin of the flipper. Immedi-
ately after birth the young seal lies helplessly on the ice
floe,, and it is then that the marking takes place. For the
rest of their lives the seals travel about wearing this iden-
tification mark, showing when and where they were born.
It is hoped that by this means it will be possible to ascer-
tain the wanderings of the seals, and to solve a number of
the problems presented by these creatures; such as either
to confirm or disprove the theory of the Greenlanders
that the decreasing number of seals along the coast of
Greenland is caused by the hunting of the young seals by
Europeans in the Arctic Ocean.
Perhaps here more plainly than in any of the other
scientific branches, one sees how such marine research
will become important in many respects for the practical
development of the Arctic. In the first place, as we have
seen, the soundings and the charting of ocean currents
alone are of essential importance to shipping. Then bio-
logical research registers the distribution of the sea-
creatures, from the microscopic plankton organisms to
fish, seals and whales. We have found many times that
scientific expeditions have discovered new fishing-grounds
which have been of great practical value. A classic
example of this is Ad. Jensen's proof of the presence of
cod off the West Greenland coast, which was followed up
by the great fishery now being developed, in which many
nations take part* This discovery was perhaps even more
important for the Greenlanders, who thus obtained a
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